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us liked that flavor. Milkmen came twice a day to the ship
but the milk was as pooras the skimmed article is with us.
Bread-sellers came also every morning; they had light white
bread but entirely unsalted, but they salt the butter and
meat very strong. The butter here is not melted as with us
but they mix much salt with it and pack itin kegs and thus
it remains good for years. It costs 8 to 9 Stuber, smoked
pork 10 Stuber, fresh beef according to amount of bone in
it 4, 5 and 6 Stuber but very fine meat. My purse did not
allow me to buy of everything, neither could I go into the
town much, for I was obliged to supply £ of the 200 persons
on the ship with tin dishes.! However some of them were
obliged fo wait for theirs until we had been on the ocean
2 or 3 weeks. So that they felt the need of the tinner very
much. From home and even on the Biasca landing they
despised the tinker, but on the voyage they needed me
worse than I did them. But after all I received but few
thanks especially from one of the -leaders * * * who
served in all cases the part of the 5th wheel on the wagon.

When things went wrong he could only curse and howl.
Should another batch of emigrants leave our land do not
leave the choice of leaders to M. Streiff. It was he that
persuaded the committee to appoint such stupid men. On
Whitsun Monday the 12th a few of the men from Diesbach
came to me and requested me to go to the town and write
a plain unvarnished letter home, we went into several
houses but found no convenient place for there is not a
great hotel in all the town, people drink their beer and
schnaps in the shops standing; or if one wants to take his
ease he sits on a bench or tub or whatever else is conven-
ient, holding the glass in one hand and provender in the
other. I believe this custom arose from the fact that Hol-
landers empty their glasses at one swallow and then leave.
‘We resolved therefore to let the writing wait until we should
arrive at Baltimore, so as also to include the account of the
Ocean Voyage. So we each_bought a jug of schnaps and
returned to our ships, on which we remained.

1 Duerst was a tinsmith.— Ebp.



